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CALL FOR ARTISTS
2016 GUANDU INTERNATIONAL NATURE ART FESTIVAL

“BASED ON A TRUE STORY”’

Deadline for Entries: July 20, 2016
Result Announce: August 1, 2016
Residency Date: September 20-November 7, 2016

INTRODUCTION

Guandu Nature Park is inviting entries to 2016 Guandu International Nature Art
Festival “Based on a True Story” in Taipei, Taiwan. The selected 5 artists will create
their artworks in a natural setting using only natural or eco-friendly materials during a
7-week residency in the Guandu Nature Park. Artists who are concerned about local
and global environmental situations are welcome to apply before the deadline on July
20th, 2016.

Guandu Nature Park has held the Guandu International Outdoor Sculpture Festival for

the past 10 years (2006-2015). This event is Taiwan’s first large-scale environmental
art project held in a nature conservation park. It is rooted in Guandu wetland which is
rich in estuary culture and ecological value. The aim of this annual Festival is to create
dialogues between people, art and nature. Through the discussion of our relationship

with the natural environment, we hope to restore the balance between modern society

and nature.

From 2016, our project title is changed into the Guandu International Nature Art
Festival. On our existing foundation, we will keep on exploring the possibilities for a
sustainable future and adopting a more proactive approach to ask people to take
action for this future. There will be a 3-step strategy: to comprehend, to connect, and to
coexist. In 2016, we're going to put emphasis on comprehending the real situation of

nature.

THEME

Nature speaks to us in many ways - visually, audibly, or physically. This year, we
choose the theme “Based on a True Story” in hope to listen carefully to the hidden

messages behind what we perceive. We invite artists to cooperate with our research


http://gd-park.org.tw/sculpture-festival
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staff who devoted to the management and conservation of wetland biodiversity. With
the help of our researchers, artists will first have a 10-day field study to better knowing
the ecological, historical and cultural situations of Guandu and then choose a proper

location in Guandu Nature Park to create site-specific artworks in 30 days that can

enhance the public to comprehend the actual environmental situations around us.

We can further summarize issues we concern by adopting biologist E. O. Wilson’s
acronym for the threats to biodiversity: HIPPO. HIPPO stands for habitat loss (H),
invasive species (), pollution (P), population growth (P), and overharvesting (O). Artists
are encouraged to interpret a specific issue through combining field study result and

their artwork. The field study result can come from themselves or the Park’s research.

VENUE

Guandu Nature Park (www.gd-park.org.tw)

Located at the junction of Tamshui River and Jilong River, Guandu Nature Park is a
nature park of wetland preservation with landscape consisting of an integrated
wetland environment of swamp and pond. It is a great inhabitation for a rich variety of
organisms, as well as an important pass-by stop for migratory birds in their annual
migration route. Hence, it has been recognized by BirdLife International as an
“Important Bird Area” (IBA). The park, authorized by Taipei City Government, is
currently administrated under the Wild Bird Society of Taipei (WBST) and devotes care

to wetland and wild birds’ conservation.

Some parts of the Park are open for general public to visit, but most areas are
preservation for birds and other wild creatures which are restricted for public access.
Visitors can observe these wild creatures via telescope or attend the guided tour
arranged by the Park in order to visit the restricted areas. In addition, the Park has
designed many environmental education programs that give opportunities to people to

interact with nature and acknowledge the importance of environmental preservation.

We will select 5 artists to create his/her installation in the main area of Guandu Nature
Park. Main Area is the region of the Park which opens for the public with admission
hours and fees. It includes the Visitor Center, birdwatching cabins, ponds, trails, and
other educational facilities. There are various sites to choose in Main Area. Here are

some possible locations:
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Along the trail ' bn the slope

TIMETABLE

Sep. 20 Artists arrive in Taiwan

Sep. 21-30 Venue tour/Welcome party /Field study

Oct. 01-07 Artwork proposal modification/Material preparation
Oct. 08-31 Period of installation/Artist talk

Nov. 01-04 Preparation for the opening

Nov. 05-06 Opening Weekend

Nov. 07 Artist depart

Dec. 31 End of the exhibition
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Monday is a rest day.

During the creation period, we will invite artists to attend another 2 events which
will be held in Guandu Nature Park and Guandu community:

* Oct. 22-23 Taipei International Birdwatching Fair (http://birdfair.org.tw/)

* Oct. 29 Fun Guandu Festival (https://www.facebook.com/guandu.tw/)

Any changes to the current timetable will be made in accordance with notifications
from the organizer, and will be announced on the official website of Guandu

Nature Park.

QUALIFICATION

Candidates should be interested in the relationship between nature, human, and
environment and committed not to harm the environment during artwork creation.
Candidates should also have an interest in cooperating with scientists to
understand the real situation of our environment.

Candidates should have experiences in working with volunteers, local residents, or
students. While working on their artworks, they should be able to spark interest of
general public to participate in the process of such artistic creation.

For the foreign candidates, it is required to have basic English conversation skills to
communicate with the staff of Guandu Nature Park and the ability to mingle with
other artists, local residents, and students.

Candidates should prepare a presentation to share their experience and previous

artworks.

FUNDING

Artist’s fee. NTD$ 60,000 for each artist.

A round-trip airfare (economy class). From artist’s residency country to Taiwan.
The reimbursement does not include the costs associated with passport & visa
expenses. An airport pick-up will be provided on the arrival day.
Accommodation. From September 20, 2016 (check -in) to November 7, 2016
(check-out). Each artist will receive accommodation in a single room with individual
bathroom. For anyone accompany the artist, an additional bed and meal will be
charged by the hotel accordingly.

Materials support. The organizer will assist to collect on-site natural materials (e.g.
reed, wood, stone, bamboo, leaf etc.) or recycled objects. The organizer has a
shared budget for all artists for purchasing materials like hemp ropes, eco-paints,
bamboo etc. Artists who need to purchase materials must consult with the curator

first.
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Meals. Buffet breakfast will be served at the hotel. Lunch will be provided by
Guandu Nature Park every working day. Dinners are not included. The average

cost for a meal in Taiwan is between NTD$ 80- 300.

HOW TO APPLY

E-mail the following files to: festival@gd-park.org.tw

Personal CV. Include your background and experience, awards, and past
exhibitions. Be sure to include your full name, current mailing address, phone
number, and nationality.

Your motivations. Explain why you want to apply for our event and the specific
environment issues that you care about. (max. 1 page)

An installation proposal. Include a brief description and a simple sketch. Artists
can refine or modify their proposal to fit the space after the field study and site
observation.

A porifolio of your previous artworks. Please introduce 6 of your previous
related works with details of title, date of completion, the material used, and

venue where they were exhibited.

(We will only accept doc. or pdf files for document and jpg. or jpeg. files for images.

The size of each images file should be between 500KB to 1MB.)

GUIDELINES AND REQUIREMENTS

Use only environment-friendly materials.

Use local materials first.

Stability and secureness: Safety is our first priority. The artwork should be made to
last at least 3 months or more. It should also be designed to weather gracefully
over time and reveal the different stages as it decays. For safety concerns, the
Park retains the authority to dispose or dismantle the artwork.

Community involvement: Artists will work with volunteers and local residents to

create their artworks. Public participation is one of the key elements of this event.

CONTACT

festival@gd-park.org.tw
+886-2-28587417 ext. 230 (Ms. Yi-Fen Jan)

If you have any question or need more information about Guandu Nature Park, please

do not hesitate to contact us.
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